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Passage of the Bill 

The Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee scrutinised the Bill at Stage 
1. It published its Stage 1 report on 6 October 2017.  

The Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee reported on the delegated 
powers set out in the Bill on 27 June 2017.  

A reporter from the Environment Climate Change and land Reform Committee 
attended Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee meetings at Stage 1 
and reported back to the ECCLR Committee.  

The Stage 1 debate on the Bill took place on 7 November 2017.  

The Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee considered Stage 2 
amendments on 6 and 13 December 2017. An amended version of the Bill 
was published on 14 December 2017. 

Following the Stage 3 debate on 20 March 2018, the Bill was passed and 
received Royal Assent on 1 May 2018. 

Purpose and objectives of the Bill 

According to the Policy Memorandum the following policy objectives are 
achieved through the Bill – 

• Improved accountability, transparency and policy alignment with 
respect to governance of forestry in Scotland.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2018/8/enacted
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/REC/2017/10/6/Stage-1-report-on-the-Forestry-and-Land-Management--Scotland--Bill/RECS052017.pdf
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/DPLR/2017/6/27/Forestry-and-Land-Management--Scotland--Bill-at-Stage-1/34th%20Report.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11174&mode=pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Forestry%20and%20Land%20Management%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill11AS052017.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11430&mode=pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2018/8/enacted
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Forestry%20and%20Land%20Management%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill11PMS052017.pdf
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• Modernisation of the legislative framework to support, develop and 
regulate forestry. 

• More effective and flexible use of Scotland’s publicly-owned land. 

Provisions of the Bill 

The Bill transfers the powers and duties of the Forestry Commissioners in 
Scotland to Scottish Ministers. It provides Scottish Ministers with a duty to 
promote sustainable forest management and publish a forestry strategy.  

The Bill transfers responsibility for plant health to Scottish Ministers so that 
responsibility for all plant health in Scotland resides in one place.  

The Bill widens the provisions currently available for management of forestry 
land. It includes provisions on the management of land for sustainable 
development. The Bill also sets out provisions for compulsory purchase and 
the delegation of management functions to community bodies. 

The regulatory regime for felling trees is updated and becomes the 
responsibility of Scottish Ministers. 

The Forestry Act 1967 is repealed for Scotland.  

Parliamentary consideration 

The Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee published its Stage 1 report 
on 6 October 2017. It supported the general principles of the Bill at Stage 1, 
and made a number of recommendations for improvement and clarification. 
These included that –  

• the Bill be amended to place a requirement on Scottish Ministers to 
review the Forestry Strategy every 5 years with a commitment to 
refresh the Strategy every 10 years. 

• the Bill includes an overarching, high-level statement of ambition, 
setting out that modern forestry strategy and practices will reflect an 
integrated approach to land use, community interests and the 
environment. 

• planting targets and a commitment to appropriate levels of reforestation 
should be included in the Forestry Strategy. 

https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/REC/2017/10/6/Stage-1-report-on-the-Forestry-and-Land-Management--Scotland--Bill/RECS052017.pdf
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• the Scottish Government gives consideration to extending the duty to 
promote sustainable forest management and sustainable development 
to all relevant public bodies. 

• amendments should be brought forward by the Scottish Government 
which provide a clear and easily understood distinction between 
afforested land and 'other' land. 

• the Bill should be amended to remove the provision which allowed for 
the compulsory purchase of land by Scottish Ministers in relation to 
sustainable development (supported by the majority, but not all, of the 
Committee). 

• Scottish Government should explore any overlap between the drafting 
of the Bill and the Community Empowerment Act 2015. 

• all regulations brought forward by the Scottish Government in relation 
to felling and felling exemptions should be subject to the affirmative 
procedure. 

The Committee considered Stage 2 amendments on 6 and 13 December 
2017. An amended version of the Bill was published on 14 December 2017. 

Key changes included: 

• provisions requiring the forestry strategy to include Scottish Ministers’ 
objectives, priorities and policies with respect to the acquisition and 
disposal of land, and the production and supply of timber and other 
forest products. 

• a new section added to require reporting on the forestry strategy. 

• a duty to publish map of land managed by Scottish Ministers. 

• more clarity on what land may be disposed of by Scottish Ministers 
under the Bill. 

• new provisions related to Tree Preservation Orders. 

• provisions relating to registration of felling notices. 

• a requirement that Scottish Ministers appoint a chief forester. 

At the Stage 3 debate on 20 March 2018, further changes were made to the 
Bill. These included: 

• that the forestry strategy must have regard to climate change, deer 
management and biodiversity policy. 

• a duty to provide public information about forest holdings. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Forestry%20and%20Land%20Management%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill11AS052017.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11430&mode=pdf
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• removal of the provision relating to compulsory purchase of land for the 
purpose of furthering sustainable development. 

• new provisions related to the variation, suspension and revocation of 
felling permissions. 

• new provisions related to stop notices, so that felling can be stopped in 
certain circumstances. 

• new provisions on arrangements for carrying out forestry and land 
management functions, so that Ministers must bring forward plans to 
set up an executive agency or agencies to manage forest land. 

The Bill was passed following the stage 3 debate and received Royal Assent 
on 1 May 2018. 
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